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superficial and cynical observer sortie important truths. Above
all it conceals the truth that the United Stores was ir.dUc by
politicians. ^ It was a comparatively small &:cup of politicians
who organized the popular rising against the aurhenty of
George III. And some of those polit:cni leaders-, San; Adams
for instance, might not have been totally at a Io5^ in Mr, Crump's
Memphis, Mr. Hague's Jersey City, or Mr, Pcnder^ast'* Kar^as
City (before this la^t statesman had to go to the penitentiary).
It was a group of politicians who created the dcniar-d :cr the
new Constitution, who drafted it, who rr.ade :c work, I: was
a group of politicians round one ot their r.umber, Alexander
Hamilton, who provided the new Unicn u ;rh a actuate rinancal
resources and powerful vested :n:ercs:f: :t was a group round
another and more capable poh::c:cr., jefferscn, who provided
the necessary dip!ona:ic and ccnst:tur-cnal :a;:htii.a for the
rapid expansion of the American farmer tc :he West. It was
politicians who postponed the outbreak of the Civil War and
it was one politician, at that time a rather obscure one, more
or less accidentally elected to the office of President, who
decided that the Southern states should neither be allowed to
secede peacefully nor to stay in the Union on their own new
and, as President Lincoln thought, exorbitant terms.
Indeed, the role of the American politician and party is
best exemplified by the history of the years leading up to the
outbreak of the Civil War. It was not until the parties began
to break down; till the Whigs disappeared and the Democrats
were torn by schism, that civil war became practically certain.
When in 1860 the Southern Democrats refused to accept
Stephen Douglas as the party candidate, when the Douglas
Democrats in the North refused to admit the right of the South
to veto the will of the majority of the party, the case became
really desperate. Churches, learned societies, clubs, these had
split already. There was the atmosphere of Civil War in the
Senate when Senator Sumner of Massachusetts first attacked
Senator Butler of South Carolina with virulent rhetoric and
was then nearly beaten to death by Representative Brooks*
There was actual Civil War on a small scale in Kansas, where
that eminent, zealous and murderous land-speculator, John
Brown, slew his enemies and, a year or two later, was captured
by Colonel Robert E. Lee when he tried to instigate a servile
war in Virginia, John Brofrn was an assassin to the South, a